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At the start of 2022 we reflect on the mammoth 
effort made by staff to complete the AIS School 
Based Research Project, over the course of 
2020/2021. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
incredible team at Skillset Senior College who 
made this happen. 

Undertaking a School Based Research Project 
is a colossal undertaking for any school at any 
time but to do so in our school during a global 
pandemic made this task even more challenging. 

Conducting our research project would not have 
been possible without the help and support of 
all staff and students at Skillset Senior College. 
I would like to personally thank Chris, Jaye and 
Jono for going above and beyond over the past 
2 years to make this happen. All three delivered 
wellbeing workshops every single day on top of 
their teaching/wellbeing load, traveled to Sydney 
for professional developments/ conferences and 
delivered their own online training to teachers 
across the state. Without this incredible effort 
the research project would not have been such a 
success. 

I would also like to sincerely thank our 
management team, Megs, Mark and Abbey. 
Having the backing of management to change, 
adapt and modify our working days to meet the 
needs of the research enabled us to implement 
this world class project. I thank you for your 
sustained support throughout the entire process. 

The start of a new year is also an opportunity 
to look forward and the research team are 
excited to announce they will be collaborating 
on a new research project with the University of 
Wollongong, across both campuses, in 2022. We 
look forward to sharing more information on this 
project soon

Welcome Skillsetters to 
Term 1, 2022! May it be a 
wonderful year for all.

It is exciting to start a new 
year collectively working 
toward the `best future 
imaginable’, with our core 
values of kindness, courage 
and consideration at the heart 
of our approach.

As you will be aware, strict 
COVID safe protocols remain 
in place to maximise the 
safety of the College including 
compulsory mask wearing, 
hand sanitising, a no-visitor 
policy, a QR code entry system 
with the addition of Rapid 
Antigen Testing on Mondays 
and Wednesdays.

At the conclusion of 2021 
we had the great fortune to 
celebrate our Year 10 and 
Year 12 formals in style. Both 
campuses honoured their Year 
10s and 12s with celebration 
dinners and speeches. We had 
a wonderful time connecting 
with the students and their 
families, and hearing their 
inspirational success stories as 
you will see throughout this 
newsletter.

2021 saw the first cohort of 
Year 12 students complete 
their HSC for our Dubbo 
campus, and our fifth cohort 
to complete an HSC in            
Bathurst. 

(Continued on pg 2)



It’s never too cool for the pool!
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WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

2022 TERM 1 DATES

The mercury might have only been in the low twenties  but the 
Bathurst and Dubbo campuses didn’t let this deter them from a day at 
Molong Pool on November 22 2021.

Not everyone braved the water but all enjoyed a rare chance to get 
together amidst a hectic COVID affected end of year schedule.  

It was a chance to celebrate our community, spread some early Christ-
mas cheer and farewell `Doc’ Martin Hughes who left the pool via a 
tunnel of hands formed by staff and students of both campuses.

We look forward to our next visit to Molong Pool on February 28 for 
the 2022 Skillset Senior College Swimming Carnival.

BATHURST
Tuesday 08 February  
Excursion to Jelly Bean Pool / Red 
Hands Cave Glenbrook
Wednesday 09 February
Back up day for Jelly Bean Pool / Red 
Hands Cave in case of bad weather on 
8 Feb
Monday 28 February 
SSC Whole School Picnic Day at Molong 
Pool
Thursday 07 April
Last day of term for students
Friday 08 April
Molong Day for staff

DUBBO
Monday 28 February 
SSC Whole School Picnic Day at Molong 
Pool
Thursday 7 April
Last day of term for students
Friday 8 April
Molong Day for staff

 (Continued from pg 1)                                             

There was great excitement 
to celebrate our SSC student’s 
completion of the HSC and to 
receive their results.

 Many students were the first 
in their families to accomplish 

this milestone. Four students 
have already been accepted to 
Universities and many are heading 
toward further study and career 
development. Thank you to the 
students, staff, the board and the 
SSC community for participating 

and working hard toward this great 
educational accomplishment.

I look forward to catching up with 
you all over the year at the various 
school events. Keep safe and well,

Abbey
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WHOLE CAMPUS NEWS

Year 11 students from both campuses 
completed a unique and tasty Marine Studies 
milestone on November 26 2021.
The students swapped scuba gear for kitchen 
utensils as they prepared a seafood recipe of 
their choice.
The task encompassed a wide range of skills 
with students ordering their ingredients 
before cooking and presenting their dishes.
Along with some lucky members of staff they 
also had the chance to become food critics as 
they tasted and evaluated each others work.
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Our cooks don’t have to fish 
for compliments



BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS

DNA, as easy as ABCDNA, as easy as ABC
The kitchen was converted into 
a makeshift lab on December 
1 2021 as students studied 
the structure and chemical 
composition of plant cells.
They performed extraordinary 
scientific work using everyday 
substances you can find around 
the home including dish washing 
liquid (to break down the lipid 
structure in the cell membrane) 
and salt (to help bond the 
Nucleic Acid).
The final step involved the 
application of another common 
substance, methylated spirits.
Alcohol is used as it will not 
dissolve DNA while water will. 
The white substance produced  
was the same for the Blueberry, 
Strawberry and Kiwi Fruit 
samples tested.  
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS

We Will RememberWe Will Remember

Our Remembrance Day ceremony 
on November 11 2021 had extra 
significance for two Skillset 
students.
Year 11 students Dominic Elward 
and Matilda Rosevear took on 
the considerable task of planning, 
organising and conducting this 
special day.
The dedicated duo carefully 
selected everything for the 
ceremony, from music to readings 
and even printed a beautiful 
program for the event.
Special mention to Elliette Timmins 
who also performed a reading on 
the day.
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS

LeavingLeaving

Their MarkTheir Mark
They left their mark on 
our hearts and minds 
but our graduating 
Year 12s also left their 
mark quite literally in 
a special handprint 
ceremony on December 
2 2021.
Part of Skillset tradition, 
the ceremony was 
conducted immediately 
after the final HSC 
exam with each student 
invited to paint their 
hand in colours of their 
choice and make an 
impression on the Year 
12 room wall. 
Some heartfelt speeches 
and reminiscing 
combined with pizza 
and soft drinks topped 
off a memorable 
evening.
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS

Grads dressed to impress

We’re normally a fairly informal lot 
at SSC that is, unless it’s Year 12 
Graduation evening!
Staff, students and guests dressed 
to the nines for the event on  
December 3 2021.
The activities began with photos 
in Machattie Park before moving 
to Greens on William for dinner, 
dancing and speeches.
Damian Wilesmith delivered a 
moving tribute to Year 12 with a 
speech describing what he had 
learned from them over the years.
Bee Wright responded with an 
equally heartfelt speech bringing a 

tear to many an eye.
It was just as well then that we 
had a hilarious video of staff 
miming to Tina Turner’s `The Best’ 
to cheer everyone up!
Research director Martin Hughes  
also zoomed in from Scotland with 
a hilarious roast of each student.
A lovely home style meal gave 
everyone the energy they needed 
to dance and party into the night.
Special thanks must go the 
staff who set up the formal, in 
particular our event organising 
powerhouse, Khiara Ryan. 
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS

Presentation DayPresentation Day
The hub was packed with proud 
family members for presentation 
day on December 8 2021.
Year 12 student Marshall Beale 
Callaghan took out the prestigious 
Randazzo award for citizenship, 
scholarship and leadership.
It capped an amazing day for 
him and his family after he had 
previously received the Trevor 
Hegvold Science Award.
Year 10 student Anne-Marie 

Cochrane won the Abbey Barrett 
award for embodying our core 
values of kindness, courage and 
consideration.
Sam Kelly won the sports award 
with Isabel Olsen receiving the 
Julia Strang Arts Award.
Year 11 student Aaron Houston 
was also recognised by WRAS as 
the 2021 Para athlete of the year 
for the western region.
All students were recognised for 
graduating from their respective 
year groups with many awarded 
for personal strengths shown 
throughout the year. 
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS

BATHURST’s Perfect 10
Year 10 stepped out in grand style at their formal on December 9 
2021.
The students looked right at home on the red carpet with many 
adding to the occasion by arriving in classy classic cars.
Once every possible photo op was exhausted, the parents 
headed off and the students joined the staff in the beautifully 
decorated hub for pizza, sweets and dancing.
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS

A QUIET END TO THE YEAR? YOU WON’T FIND IT HERE!

Most schools are winding down 
towards the end of the year but 
that certainly wasn’t the case at 
SSC.
In fact there was so much going on 
during the second half of Term 4 
that we thought the only way to fit 
it in the newsletter was to jam in as 
many pictures as we could!
It was learning but not as you 
know it with landscaping, vehicle 
maintenance, cooking,  art and 
canoe making among the many 
activities happening on campus.
Even when `playing’ we were 
learning with students getting to 
understand probability through card 
games and aerodynamics through 
paper aeroplanes!
We also found the time to go off 
campus with a group of students 
experiencing a day in the life of 
farrier with Lisette and the whole 
school heading out to the Bathurst 

Aquapark at Chifley Dam.
Amidst all the fun we also found 
time to finish our Milestones and 
to farewell two beloved members 
of staff, Paula Hundy and Dr Martin 
(Marty) Hughes.
Paula is taking a well deserved 
retirement after a long and storied 
career in education and will be 
enjoying as much time as she can 
with her grandkids though we’re 
working on adding her to the casual 
list!
Marty will still be working for 
Skillset as our Research Director 
but we’ll only see his smiling face 
on Zoom after he and his family 
headed back home to Scotland. 
Paula and Marty were farewelled 
with plenty of laughs and tears 
with each invited to plant a tree at 
the front of the College as a living 
reminder of their contribution to 
and connection to the school.
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS

A QUIET END TO THE YEAR? YOU WON’T FIND IT HERE!
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BATHURST CAMPUS NEWS

A QUIET END TO THE YEAR? YOU WON’T FIND IT HERE!
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DUBBO CAMPUS NEWS

Dubbo celebrates
first Year 12 Grads

It was an emotional and proud evening 
for everyone involved with Skillset Senior 
College Dubbo on Friday 12 November 
2021, when our first cohort of students 
graduated Year 12.  

Skillset Senior College Dubbo wish 
to congratulate Patrick Hatch,                             
Jared Kelly, Serena Lewis, Ally Motton, 
LaQuan Ranginui, Paris Sidoti, Derece 
Toomey, Kayla Valentine and Tegan Walsh 
on this achievement. 
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DUBBO CAMPUS NEWS

On 25 November 2021, Year 10 students from Skillset Senior 
College Dubbo celebrated with a graduation ceremony and dinner 
held at our Dubbo Campus.  

Parents and carers were able to attend the ceremony, which was 
also attended by Skillset CEO, and Chair of Skillset Senior College 
Board, Craig Randazzo.  Certificates were awarded recognizing the 
achievements and hard work of individual students.  

The night concluded with a delicious dinner, dancing and fun 
photo-booth opportunity.  

The entire Skillset Community extend their congratulations to our 
2021 Year 10 cohort and wish them well in their future endeavors.  

Fabulous FormalFabulous Formal
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DUBBO CAMPUS NEWS
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DUBBO CAMPUS NEWS

Students put their scientific enquiry skills to the test 
in Term 4 of 2021 with their new digital microscope. 

Students enjoyed discovering the magic and wonder 
of the microscopic world around them. 

From the tiniest microbes in the soil, to the eyes of 
a fly, the cells in a plant leaf, or the pollen from a 
flower, things look amazing up close. 

The digital microscope is a great way for students to 
learn collaboratively in the classroom and hone their 
science skills.

Think you’ve 
seen it all? 
Take a closer 
look!
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DUBBO CAMPUS NEWS

Well, I’m certainly glad to be back after 
a long break. 

I’ve been missing daily scratches from 
all my human pets but whilst everyone 
was at home, I’ve been keeping the 
place running. 

It certainly was a busy end to 2021 with 
a new vege patch and home built for 
Peppi and Trump, our resident rabbit 
and guinea pig.

They seem very happy though Peppi 
seems to enjoy renovating to add new 
basement space. 

I also welcomed a few new members 
to our herd. I am pleased to introduce 
Clover and Blossom, two new resident 
guinea pigs, and Salt and Pepper, our 
new resident goat kids. 

I hope all of our human pets and their 
families had a great Christmas and are 
chomping at the bit to charge into 2022.

I’m sure this year will bring some 
wonderful things our way. 

Murray’s 
Matters
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